
ALEX ORBAN - SABRE CHAMPION 
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Alex Orban, five times United states saber champion with Csaba E!thes, his coach at an 
npic team training session held this summer at Hunter College in New York. 

(see page 13) 
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MUNICH 1972 

The Olympic Games as we knew it are 
over. The Worldwide gatheri ng of youth to 
match ski I Is, strength and to foster friend
ship and good will among the people of the 
World regardless of color, religion or Nation
al origin came to an abrupt halt. The sports 
arenas were taken over by politics. 

Those of us who are old fashioned and 
still believe in ideals are in the minority. 
The Olympics became the sounding board 
for political propaganda, racist demonstra
tions, blackmail and now political murder 
of the innocent cream of the youth of a 
sma [I nation struggl i ng to survive. 

Who is to blame? International and Na
tional Olympic Committees, Officials, 
Coaches, and some athletes are all at fault 
one way or other. Everybody seems to want 
to pass the buck and put the blame on 
someone else. Sense of values are changing 
allover the World and not for the better. 
I wish I knew what the solution is. One 
thing seems to be certain-we will never 
again see the carefree, friendly Games that 
I had the pleasure, indeed the honor of be
ing part of from 1948 to 1972. This is a 
great loss not only to sport but to decent 
people allover the World. 

What was done can not be undone. Let 
us hope that this tragedy will teach us that 
violence creates more violence and in the 
end solves nothing. Let us hope that we will 
resolve to find a way when all people, though 
not agreeing, at least can live together and 
sport, friendship, comraderie will bring 
youth and adults together again under the 
five circles of the Olympic Flag. Let us. re
member what they stand for. 

(Ed. Note: The events at .the Munich Olympics 
have caused a great many people to re~think their 
attituce toward the Games. The continuation of 
the Olympic Games depends upon popular sup~ 

port throughout the entire world. We received the 
above thoughts from George Worth, who competed 
with distinction on U.S. saber teams in four O!ym~ 
pies and officiated in eight. We felt that his 
feelings would be most appropriate to share with 
our readers as an editorial.) 

AMERICAN FENCING 

1972 OLYMPIC TEAM REPORTS; 
Paul Apostol Reaches Semi Final in Sa 

Epee Team Advances to Round of TE 

Captain's Report 
by Alan Miles Ruben 

SELECTION AND PREPARATION OF TEAM 

In accordance with previously adopted 
policy the first four fencers in each weapon 
were chosen solely on the basis of their 
points earned in National and Sectional 
Competitions over a two year period. In wom
en's foil there appeared to be no reason 
to select the fifth member of the team on 
any basis other than points earned. How
ever, chosing the fifth man in foil, epee and 
sabre was not that simple. Here, in the 
opinion of the Committee, a fencer other 
than the fifth highest point holder in each 
weapon was judged to be able to make a 
stronger contribution to the performance of 
the team. The decisions were reached only 
after hours of discussion and deliberation 
In foi I the nod went to John Nonna over AI 
Davis primarily because it was felt that 
Nonna's game was still improving and had 
not yet peaked and we could therefore ex
pect a superior result at the time of the 
games. Nonna had a record of ach ievement 
in significant European tournaments during 
the 1971-1972 season. And, his ability to 
reach the final round in two weapons at the 
National Championship was not overlooked. 

I n epee the Comm ittee se lected Steve 
Netburn, over both Nonna and Brooke Mak
ler. 

Finally, in sabre the appointment went to 
AI Morales over Csaba Galt. Morales, eighth 
in the Mexico City Olympics under a direct 
elimination system, was begining to recap
ture his old form and the Committee be
lieved that given serious training between 
the time of the National Championship and 
Olympic Games he would produce more vic-

tories. 

Immediately following the Natiol 
pionships we opened our training 
New York City under the directi( 
Olympic coaches, Michel Alaux a 
Elthes. Training practice sessions 
at the New York Athletic Club, th 
Club and Hunter College in New 
A series of weekend competition~ 

ganized. These proved highly SUCCE 

should be the basis of preparing 
national teams in the future. 

With the assistance of written 
from our coaches and armourer, I 
the individual competitors for the 

One thing can be said categoric; 
each member of the team - each 
ed vigorously to prepare for compei 
a single team member took his pal 
at the Games as a vacation or r 
past ach ievement. The spirit to de 
in Munich which animated the er 
was felt no less by our four alten 
trained and fenced with the team 
peted in the weekend tournaments 
respect I consider Messrs. Davi, 
Gall and Miss Armstrong to be m< 

the 1972 Olympic Fencing Tearr 

Between August 21st and 29th, 
of the opening foil event, we r 
practice which usually lasted thl 
morning and well into the afterr 
coaches did not spare themselves i 
ing of lessons. Our armourer Stal 
worked particularly with members I 

and epee teams and Lajos Csiszar 
all of our practice sessions and h 
measurably to lighten what would I 

an impossible burden upon the t 
ial" coaches that the U.S.O.C. a 
us. 
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We experienced considerable difficulties 
getting our electrical weapons past F.I.E. 
inspection. Those members of the team who 
had purchased weapons on their own and 
had not had them checked out in advance 
by our armourer created the most problems. 
The situation was compounded because of 
the large number of blades which broke or 
otherwise failed to function during our prac
tices. We also experienced some rejections 
of vests which did not conform to F.I.E. 
specifications. However, thanks to a heroic 
effort by our armourer and the generosity 
of U.S.O.C. in making additional monies to 
purchase equipment available to us, we 
were not significantly disadvantaged. 

This was a dedicated team. It was not nec
essary to lay down ground rules as to cur
few, diet" attendance at practice sessions 
or general demeanor. Every member of the 
team had signed a pledge to adhere to regu
lations laid down by the captain, understood 
the constraints under which we would have 
to I ive at Olympic Vi IIage and the reasons 
for them. 

I selected a team leader in each weapon 
charged with responsibility for seeing to it 
that the five members of his team got to 
their practice sessions on time, were in bed 
at reasonable hours and had adequate op
portun ity to fence with competitors from 
other countries as part of their preparation. 
Jim Melcher in Epee, Carl Borack in Foil, 
Anthony Keane in Sabre and Harriet King 
for the women all handled their assignments 
creditably. 

The burdensome logistical problems were 
handled by our manager Bill Latzko. We had 
no major problems with support services. 

FOIL 

International foil fencing is very physical 
and very fast. It was rare for a phrase to go 
beyond a counter-riposte. The actions tend
ed to be very simple, superbly executed in 
the right tempo. The only regularly success
ful counter-time actions involved blade con
trol. 

In the individual foil only Bert Freeman 
was able to win a bout as he made it to the 
second round. 

In the foil team event we drew the Soviet 

Union and Japan. We lost to both nations 
and were thus eliminated in the first 
round. 

Our foil team did not fence badly judged 
by domestic standards. But we were unable 
to hold our own against the best foreign 
fencers. We cannot match them in training 
or experience. Inevitably, therefore we are 
unable to match them in technique and 
touches. 

WOMEN'S FOIL 

Only Ruth White emerged to the second 
round where she, too, was eliminated. Ruth 
simply needs a great deal more experience 
and more maturity to utilize her undoubted 
abi I ity effectively. 

The women fenced with spirit in the open
ing pool of the team event against Italy, 
West Germany and Poland. We lost a heart
breaker to Poland, 8-8 as White took 3, King 
and Adamovich won 2 and Clovis won l. 
Against Italy White took 3, Adamovich took 
2 and King added 1. O'Donnell lost 4. The 
team was eliminated when it lost to West 
Germany 9-2. 

The level of fencing in the women's event 
has unquestionably improved in comparison 
with Mexico City. The tolerance of our own 
directors of the stop thrust in domestic com
petition has encouraged the development 
of this habit among our women fencers. In 
international competition the counter attack 
which does not deviate the opponent's blade 
will lose virtually every time against even 
what seems to be a slow attack made from 
out of distance. 

SABRE 

In the individual competition Orban, Mor
ales and Apostol advanced to the quarter 
final round for us, an outstanding result. 
At this point, Apostol and Morales drew the 
same pool; as it turned out it was Paul's 
victory over Morales in the initial bout of 
the pool which earned him promotion to the 
semi-finals. In the semi-final round Paul had 
two victories including a 5-1 decision over 
Kovacs of Hungary. The ultimate bout of the 
pool matched Sidiak of the Soviet Union 
against Bonissent of France. Sidiak, the ul
timate champion, had already qualified for 
the six-man final. A victory over Bonissent 
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would have put Paul into the final on touch 
ratio. In what appeared to be a gift of a 
bout, Sidiak lost 5-4 and Paul was elimi
nated. 

In the team event we drew Cuba and 
France for the opening round. Against Cuba 
the quartet of Orban, Apostol, Morales and 
Dow got off to a bad start and at one point 
were were behind four bouts. 

We managed to bring the score up to 8-7 
only to lose the final bout 5-4 and with it 
the match. The result was a bitter disap
pointment since the team we fielded was 
far stronger than that which lost to Cuba 
in the Pan-American Games last year. Not 
all of the members of the sabre team were 
able to bring themselves up to that fighting 
spirit necessary for a team victory. 

EPEE 

Epee drew the most numerous field and 
might be considered the most difficult in
ternational weapon. It is not only that major 
fencing powers produce outstanding epee
ists, but also it seems that every country, 
has at least one solid internationalist. 

In the opening round Melcher was elimi
nated when, in his last bout, he made a tac
tical error under the mistaken belief that he 
would be promoted on the basis of his touch 
ratio, even if he lost. In the second round, 
however, Masin, who was not fencing well, 
dropped out as did Netburn. 

These disappointing results were put be
hind us as we started in the team event. 
Going with Netburn, Melcher, Masin and 
Makler, we first lost to East Germany 8-8 
on a poor touch ratio. Melcher took three 
victories while Netburn and Makler garn
ered two apiece and Masin added one. Sub
stituting Bozek for Masin against our next 
opponent in the opening pool, Romania, we 
won on a 8-8 bout score as the touch ratio, 
this time, was in our favor. Here Bozek led 
the team with three victories while Melcher 
and Netburn contributed two each and Mak
ler one. We then went against the fourth 
team in our pool, Argentina, who with a 
"makeshift" squad of primarily foil and 
sabre fencers had gone down to defeat at 
the hands of both East Germany and Ro
mania by identical 13-3 scores. While Ro-

mania was defeating East Germ 
sively to retain their first seedir 
pool we managed to eke out a 14 
over a game Argentina squad. n 
gave us the second spot in the p' 

As it turned out the seeding wa~ 
nate. It matched us against Swed 
fencers had had much success in 
against the members of our team. 
nately, we were never in contenl 
burn could manage only one touer 
bouts and Melcher and Bozek , 
one victory as we lost to Sweden 

The results of this Olympics con 
was already evident at Mexico Cit, 
latively immobile fencer who depe 
careful point control with angulc 
to the hand has no chance agaim 
Europeans. Approximately three ql 
all touches scored landed as a res 
tions directed to the body. Shol 
ha nd or foot tended to be made fn 
distance with lightning-like "flicf 
ered in well-chosen time. A va riel 
ries, including a form of "prime" 
much in evidence. These parries al 
ed, however, without drawing the 
as in foil. While Melcher has 
rounded game of our current roste 
fencers, Scott Bozek represents 
hope for the future. His footwork i! 
Iy good and he has the ability t, 
quick fleche without telegraphin€ 
tion. 

ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDA' 

Of the current members of the tl 
Apostol, Scott Bozek and Ruth Whi 
to have the greatest international 
in the years ahead. They should be 
ed in their training and given pr 
financial assistance to participate 
pean tournaments. 

Looking towards 1976 and the 
Olympics, it seems likely that we s 
to develop ten or twelve new fen 
should therefore put the bulk 01 

sources into training talented YOUI 

cers. 

Towards this end I would recomr 
creation of an Olympic Fencing 



perhaps 12 fencers in each weapon. These 
12 would be selected on the basis of current 
performance. Members should be added or 
dropped according to their achievements. 
The squad should be brought together at 
regular intervals for competition and in
tensive training. Travel expense for this pur
pose will have to be sought from Olympic 
House. 

Ultimately we may have to adopt the "na
tional coach" scheme, so effectively utilized 
in Great Britain. 

With all the emphasis upon physical con
dition and the acquisition of technique the 
use of the "head" has been neglected. We 
shall have to reemphasize both strategy and 
tactics. Repatedly, our fencers in each wea
pon would move to commanding leads, as 
much as 4-0, and yet manage to lose the 
bout. Our opponents were able to change 
their games and adjust their styles. We were 
not able to successfully counter. 

International officiating has not improved. 
There is reason to bel ieve that bias exists 
particularly when a judge or director from 
one Eastern European country officiates in 
a match involving another Eastern European 
country. Our best hope in this area lies in 
developing our own core of competent presi
dents of jury in whose ability the F.I.E. will 
have confidence so that they will be regu
larly used in more than just the prelimimary 
rounds of a major tournament. It appears 
that our fencers will less likely be the vic
tims of poor officiating if the judges know 
that the teams from their own countries 
will be subject to the calls of an American 
director and jury. 

Our fencers are sti II very much amateurs. 
For most other nations fencing is the only 
business-of their competitors. They are ex
pected to attend ten practice sessions a 
week. They are able to spend several months 
at a training camp imlTJ,ediately prior to the 
Games. They are given subsidies to partici
pate throughout the year in European tour
naments. We can never hope to match this 
kind of preparation. And, if it is true that 
a good professional will almost always beat 
a good amateur, then we must be prepared 
to live with defeat. Yet, pride, if nothing 

else; a desire for excellence, if nothing else, 
must lead us to continue to try to do our 
best. And, there is always the hope that 
every once in a while a gifted fencer will 
have a "good day" and so score a break
through which makes all of the effort worth
while. 

TEAM MANAGER'S REPORT 
by William J. Latzko 

"How were the Olympics?" is the question 
most people ask. When I say, "Exciting", 
most people assume that I refer to the sad 
events of September 5. But that is not what 
I mean. It was truly exciting to be part of 
a great Team. 

"How did the Team do?" is the next ques
tion. For my money the Team did very well. 
It is true that we won no medals, but we 
came very close. Paul Apostol missed get
ting into the saber finals, and a crack at the 
medal, only by the fact that the Russian, 
Sidiak, lost to the Frenchman, Bonissent, in 
his last bout. An unusual result which 
caused the audience to boo, the director to 
stop the bout and tell Sidiak to fence more 
strongly, and the German Newspapers to 
question whether that bout was thrown. 
Whatever view one takes, Paul ended up 8th 
in the world; not a bad result. 

Raw scores do not tell the whole story. 
The hours of training at Hunter College, at 
the Washington D.C. assembly and in Mu
nich seemed well worth the while in light 
of the Team's performance at the Games. 
The Epee Team, for instance, started ranked 
16th. By virtue of its victory over Rumania 
and Argentina they became 10th. Only two 
victories less by Rumania (or two more by 
us) would have achieved 5th place. Unfor
tunately, the Epee Team's successes in the 
first round seems to have escaped the at
tention of the press. 

The Team was well equipped and well pre
pared. Aside from the Olympic Coaches, 
Michel Alaux and Chaba Elthes, we had the 
assistance of Lajos Csiszar in coaching. 

CORRECTION 
In our Olympic capsule in our last issue, 

the name of Dr. Tibor Nyilas was inadver
tently omitted from the list of U.S. Olympic 
officials. 

THE RESULTS 

(The numbers in parenthesis represent the in
ternational rank achieved as a result of the 
Olympics) 

FOIL: Sorack. Davis, Freeman, Nanna, Simmons. 

Individual results: Borack (47) and Nanna (51) 
went out in the first round; Freeman (25) 
went out in the Va-final. 
1. Woyda (Pol), 2. Dr. Kamuli (Hun), 3. Noel 
(Fra), 4. Tiu (Rum), 5. Denissov (Urs), 6. 
Dabrowski (Pol) 

Team: USA ranked 11. Japan d. USA 12-4 (Nan
na 3, S:~n :icns 1, Sorack, Freeman); Russia d. 
USA 12-4 (Freeman 2, Si~THnons 2, Nanna, 
Davis) 

1. Poland 2, Russia 3. France 4. Hungary 5. 
Germany 6. Japan 

LADIES' FOIL: Adamovieh, Clovis, King, O'Donnell, 
White 

Individual results: King (34) and O'Donnell (40) 
went out in the first round; White (23) went out 
in the lJ4-final. 
1. Ragno (Ita), 2. Bobis (Hun). 3. Gorokhava 
(Urs), 4. Demaille (Fra), 5. Belova (Urs), 6. 
Palm (Swe) 

Team: USA ranked 8. Poland d. USA 8·8 (47-43 
touches) White 3, Clovis 1, Adamovich 2, King 
2); Italy d. USA 10-6 (White 3, Adamovieh 2, 
King 1, O'Donnell); Germany d. USA 9·2 (King 
1, White 1, Adamovich, Clovis) 

1. RUssia 2. Hungary 3. Rumania 4. Italy 5. 
Germany 6. France 

SABER: Apostol. Dow, Keane, Morales, Orban 
Individual results: Orban (16) and Morales (21) 

went out in the 1/4-finais. Apostol (8) went out 
in the l/2-fina1. 

1. Sidiak (Urs), 2. Maroth (Hun), 3. Nazlymov 
(Urs), 4. Ma,fei (Ita), 5. Bonissent (Fra), 6. 
Kovacs (Hun) 

Team: USA ranked 9. Cuba d. USA 9-7 (Apostol 
2, Orban 2, Morales 2, Dow 1); France d. USA 
11-5 (Apostol 2. Orban 2. Dow 1. Morales) 
1. Italy 2. R:Jssia 3. Hungary 4. RUmania 5 . 

. Poland 6. Cuba 

EPEE: Bozek, Makler, Masin, Melcher, Netburn 
Individual results: Melcher (50) went out in the 

first round. Netburn (30) and Masin (33) went 
out in the 1/a-fina!. 
1. Fenyvesi (Hun), 2. Ladagallerie (Fra), 3. 
Kulesar (Hun), 4. Pongratz (Rum), 5. Edling 
(Swe), 6. Brodin (Fra) 

Team: USA ranked 10 (up from 16). East Ger
many d. USA 8·8 (65·61 touches) (Melcher 3, 
Netburn 2, Makler 2, Masin 1); USA d. Ru
mania 8-8 (64-59 touches) (Bozek 3, Netburn 
2, Melcf1er 2, Makler 1); USA d. Argentina 14-2 

4, Netburn 4, Makler 3, Bozek 3); 
d. USA 9·2. 

1. Hungary 2. Switzerland 3. Russia 4. France 

AFLA SECRETARY'S NOT 
1. Magazine Privilage 

I n order to avoid a repetition 
mailing list problems and keep Ol 

continuously informed, this NovA 
has been sent to members whose 
ship expired on August 31, 197: 
the renewa I dues for these meme 
the nationa I secretary by December 
however, they wi II not receive thE 
issue. If you are in doubt about yc 
contact your division secretary a 
tional office. 

2. Address Changes 
Our post office mailing procedur 

include the forwarding or returnil 
del ivered magazines. If your addn 
cord is incomplete or in error the s 
office will not know about it until 
first class mailing. Please contact 
have reason to believe our recon 
address may be wrong. If you are 
your address, it must reach the 
secreta ry before the fi rst day of 
azine issue month. For example, 
time for the Jan.-Feb. issue, ache 
be received before January l. 

3. Rules Books 
In an attempt to reduce the lea 

erating deficit, the Rules Books h 
put on a self sustaining basis. Th 
that when new books are printed, 
be sold rather than distributed fr 
members. Meanwhile, we have bee 
obtain a small supply of 1970 boe 
are being sold to individuals only 
and are not being sent automat 
new members. 

FENCiNG JOURNAL 
The Journal of the British ACe 

Fencing, the FENCl NG MASTER, 
available in the U.S. through the ( 
the CTC Leon Paul, Box 3164, 
California, 90510. Articles, pich 
happily considered for publicati, 
FENCl NG MASTER is distribute 
nationally and contains much in' 
and lively material. A one year sue 
in is $3.95 (sea mail) and $7.95 (; 
Two and three year subscriptions 
available. 



by Steve Sobel 

AMERICAN FENCING 

AFLA ORGAN? 
FREE INDEPENDENT PRESS? 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMAGE? 

American Fencing is stated to be the of
ficial organ of the AFLA. It is dedicated to 
the memory of Jose de Capriles, who, as 
Editor for many years, insisted that the 
magazine be specifically open for comment 
and criticism by fencers with respect to the 
management of the AFLA or any other fenc
ing organization. As official organ of the 
AFLA, the magazine would print AFLA no
tices without alteration, but the remaining 
material would be determined by the Editor 
subject only to broad policy guide lines, 
which in the past have been the require
ments that opinions be signed, and that 
criticism be leveled at pol icies or actions 
and not at the person of an official or fen
cer. 

Recently, an isolated incident reported in 
a prior issue of American Fencing was quot
ed out of context to support conclusions ex
tremely damaging to the image of fencing. 
An introduction "American Fencing stated 
. . . " was added to provide credibility to an 
otherwise appalling remark. Its appearance 
just prior to the departure of the U. S. 
Olympic Fencing team for Munich in what 
purported to be a guidebook for all sports 
of the Olympics was extremely unfortunate. 

How do we strike a compromise? How do 
we provide a forum for discussion and criti
cism without kindling the fires of outsiders 
who seek supporting evidence to attack our 
sport? How does one publ ication serve ef
fectively in three confl icting capacities? 

The answers to these crucial questions are 
clear. First, authors must exercise discre
tion, evaluate the conflicting policies, and 
provide comments and criticism which are 
written carefully, clearly and in good taste. 

Page Eight 

Second, the Ed itor must have the respect of 
the administration and of the fencers, since 
he has the awesome responsibility to edit 
irresponsible material while at the same 
time not serving as a censor. In addition, he 
must produce a magazine on time and with
in the budget allocated. Although in most 
jobs 99% perfection is a good average, the 
editor must be 100% perfect since the 
1 % error will be magnified out of proportion, 
while the rest of the magazine will be over
looked. 

American Fencing is vital and serves many 
purposes. As the official organ of the AFLA 
it must commun icate notices, news, and 
policies, and it must do this on time. As 
an independent press it must be open for 
articles, criticism and other material. As the 
public image of fencing it must be attrac
tive as well as informative, and present the 
sport of fencing in a favorable light to other 
sports, other nations, and other organiza
tions. To survive in this noble tradition re
quires the cooperation of all - the staff, the 
AFLA, and the fencers. We must continue to 
serve American Fencing, and it will continue 
to serve us . 

OLYMPIC TELEVISION COVERAGE
WHERE WAS FENCING 

If you are one of the many fencers who 
would like to write a letter expressing your 
disappointment about the failure of ABC 
to televise fencing events as part of their 
elaborate television coverage of the olymp
ics, the person to write to is Mr. Elton 
Roule, President; WABC-TV 1330 Ave. of the 
Americas, New York, N. Y. 

AMERIC":AN FFNr.IN('; 

NATIONAL NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 

The following nominating committee was 
elected at the annual meeting of the AFLA: 
Barbi Lare, Chairman; Dan Lyons, Joseph 
Dabbs, Tom Bickley, Carla Richards, Jan 
Romary, Rev. Lawrence Calhoun, Gerri 
Baumgart. The function of this committee 
will be to select candidates for national 
office and present a slate to the Secretary 
of the AFLA before February 1st. As the 
league is presently organized there are 12 
nationa I officers: President, Executive Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Vice 
Presidents from each of the 8 Sections. 
Among the by-law changes being worked on 
presently is one which would reduce this 
number to 6 by adding 2 new Vice-Presidents 
(one for foreign affairs and one for domestic 
affairs) and removing the Vice-Presidential 
designation from the Sectional Charimen 
(who would still be members of the National· 
Board of Directors). 

NEW MID WEST VP 

Bill Goering has resigned from his elected 
post as Mid West VP and has been replaced 
by Bill Seiller of Louisville, Kentucky, by a 
vote of the National Board of Directors at 
its meeting of Sept. 30, 1972. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Executive Committee of the AFLA con

sists of Steve Sobel, President, Irwin Bern
stein, Bill Goering, Peter Tishman, Emily 
Johnson, Chaba Pallaghy, and Michael De
Cicco, with Ed Zeisig and Ralph Goldstein 
ex officio. 

PRACTICE TARGET 

FIND-A-FENCER 
by Irwin Bernstein 

The National Office is institutil 
service to members called "FI~ 

CER". Under this procedure, the 
Secretary will use the AFLA's mE 
lits to answer inquiries from memb 
the addresses of other fencers. H 
it works: 

1. If you are located in an ar 
fencing is not well established or 
moved to a new place and don't kn 
the local centers are, send a self a 
stamped envelope to the AFLA ~ 

Irwin Bernstein, 249 Eton Place, , 
N.J. 07090 and ask him to Flj\ 
CER for you. In addition to your ov 
town, include the names and zip c 
few neighboring towns as well. TI 
tary will send you information on Ic 
and if there are none I isted, wi 
out the names of other member 
AFLA in the zip code localities Ii 

2. If you are interested in reest 
contact with your fencing friends 
sire their current address, follow 
procedure and, if they are on th 
list, their address will be sent te 

MAC GARRET 
Mac Garret, formerly coach at L 

of Illinois is now coaching at Per 
His new address is: Maxwell R. Ga 
Kemmerer Road, Apt. 7, State Collg 
16801. 

12'" DIA. PADDED CANVASS ON 
PLYWOOD BASE. 

STURDY COLORFUL 
WALL BRACKETS INCLUDED 

IDEAL FENCERS' GIFT 

$8.50 post paid 
REMIT TO: 

TARGET 
DEPT. A-20 2818 COLORADO AVE. 

SANTA MONICA. CALiF. 90404-
SCHOOL AND DEALER iNQUIRIES INVITED 
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1972 NATIONALS 
BOUT COMMITTEE REPORT 

by Carla-Mae Richards 

Once the fencers don their uniforms and 
report to their strips on opening day of the 
Nationals there is only one important area 
left, beyond the frills and special services, 
-- the organization of the fencing events. 
And comes the moment of truth for the Bout 
Committee - did they do their homework 
and did they truly understand the rules for 
running the Nationals with its own special 
quirks and hidden problems? The Rules 
Book tells some of tile things that must be 
done at the Nationals and leaves a great 
deal to interpretation by those running the 
events. One of the greatest problems faced 
all year was determining a consistent way 
to run events, acceptable for the Nationals 
and the fencers. And although we detailed 
the method for running every event we still 
found one grey area which has more im
portance after the first round division or 
club mates? It was finally resolved but too 
late to help some fencers. I would like to 
see it aired fully before the next Nationals 
and to incorporate into the Rules in simple 
English if clubmates should be separated as 
much as possible. 

In the first round our criteria were: Na
tional rankings, Sectional performances, Di
visional qualifying results and separation 
of Division mates. Thereon the seeding was 
based on the F.I.E. indicator value as the 
primary criteria, then no more than two from 
the same previous pool; and finally separa
tion of club mates. In this year's Nationals 
we did not aggregate the indicator values 
from the second round on - as done last 
year - but used values for each round for 
next round only according to current F.I.E. 
practice. There is no doubt but that one 
method should be determined for the Na
tionals which should be used each year. 
Otherwise, it should be published at the be
ginning of the season so Divisions can adopt 
that method for the fencers to experience in 
their own events during the season. 

We decided early in the year that we 
would have a six-man final for each event, 
again, a cornlllOIl practice in international 
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tournaments, including the Olympics. It was 
an advantage with the finals held in Bent
ley's Lindsay Auditorium as we were able to 
draw an audience as well as press media to 
attend the fencing. This worked quite well 
especially for the first final, men's foil, 
where the Auditorium filled almost to capac
ity (500-600). The audience did not get 
bored with the six-man final cOlllpleted with
two hours. It was also successful for the 
epee finals at which personnel from three 
local T.V. stations taped much of the fenc
ing as well as the concluding presentations. 
The local CBS station showed ten minutes of 
the epee finals the Monday after the Na
tionals, July 10th, at 7:30 P.M. and the 
NBC station presented highlights on its 
news program during the week. As a matter 
of fact, we were told that a number of NBC 
affiliates thru-out the country used their 
fencing film for local presentation. There 
was local press coverage every day and all 
results were sent over the wire services; 
we have seen clippings from many parts of 
the country. For all of this news coverage 
we are wholly indebted to Letter-Men, Inc. 
and George Kooyoornjian for his tireless ef
forts on our behalf. Jay Horwitz, the AFLA 
PRo official, sent stories and results to the 
New York Times and other services every 
day of the Nationals. 

Another innovation for this year's Nation
als was scheduling the semi-finals and finals 
for the second day of each event. Recom
mended at last year's annual meeting it was 
well worth it, considering the entries in all 
weapons but sabre. As it was, the quarter
finals of some of the events were not com
pleted till late at night with epee suffering 
the worst finish at 11 P.M. This was partly 
due to a long delay incurred by the Bout 
Committee which, though unavoidable at the 
time, was unforgiveable in the eyes of the 
fencers. We apologize and hope someday the 
Bout Comminttee can find enough help so 
that when a meeting is required there are 
people ava i lable to keep the competition 
going. 
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Ties in a pool for promotion to next round 
were fenced off rather than determined by 
indicator values. We recommend that the 
rules be changed and all ties be decided on 
indicator values only, as there is too much 
time consumed for fence-offs. 

It is imperative that a definitive set of 
guide I ines be given to the host Division's 
Bout Committee to run the Nationals. We 
need consistency from year to year. This 
will only occlJr when the procedures are 
written for everyone to see. We should not 
need Bout Committee meetings during the 
Nationals on the interpretation of the Rules 
for this year. Either the Bout Committee 
Chairman has the authority to determine the 
method of the competition based on a de
scriptive set of rules or he doesn't, but let's 
not continue to sit on the fence waiting to 
juggle back and forth as suits each case 
that crops up. 

Another problem that requires action by 
the Board of Directors is that of the Na
tional Under-19 events. With the introduc
tion of two days per senior event it is inevit
able that the Under-19 events take a back 
seat in the overall organization of the Na
tionals. By the time their events occur, at 
the end of the week, the officials are ex
hausted and their concentration way below 
par. The Under-1-9 fencers are getting 
shortchanged. We had to continually seek 
out good directors and found it difficult to 
provide as much for them as for the senior 
events. It is too much to ask Divisions to 
take on 12 events in one Nationals. The 
Under-19 fencers deserve their. own Na
tionals, completely divorced from the senior 
Nationals. If they excel in their own Na
tionals then they should consider competing 
in the senior Nationals, otherwise it is not 
worth their expense or time. One does not 
gain experience by fencing in the senior 
Nationals - they just find out they are not 
ready for that level of fencing. Only four of 
the U nder-19 fencers went beyond the pre
liminary rounds; Gay Jacobsen and Vincent 
Hurley in women's foil and Steve Danosi and 
Tom Losonszy in sabre. All others that 
fenced in the senior events were eliminated 
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in one of the early prel iminary rOI 
Under-19 program should, in real it, 
the Under-20 program, in line 
World Under-20 Championship witl 
cers chosen for the U. S. team yo. 

months of the Vlorld Championship 
nine months before. 

Another recommendation for the 
is greater use be given of the i 
score sheets (the results of each 
corded on separate score sheets). 

There will always occur problem~ 
scores in a pool with some fenc 
and it is impossible to reconstruct 
bout in a pool. Where so much 
given by the indicator system to 
scored as well as received it is ir 
to have an accurate score record f( 
I would strongly suggest that theSE 
ual bout sheets be used, at leas 
semi-finals and finals with the 
sign i ng each bout record. We d iscov 
serious this problem could be in t 
finals of epee where one touch r 
difference between two fencers b, 
moted to the finals and it was nec 
reconstruct from the fencers in 
the actual score versus the record, 
This would have been prevented b 
the bout score sheets. 

Before closing this report and 
the 1972 Nationals into past hi 
would like to present some statistic 
in future considerations for revam 
Nationals and its qualifying system. 
realize that the purpose of the r 
is to determine the best of our bes 
and not just a gathering of fencers 
U. S. It seems to us that the q 
method used for the Under-19 fe 
more appropriate for the senior ev, 
the senior qualifying method more 
with the U nder-19 events. Aga i n we 
doing things backwards with the l 
system devised to keep the size of t 
small enough so that it could be ea 
ed to our Nationals. We have an l 
program to promote fencing amor 
youth in hopes of having strong fer 
perienced in international events wi 
reach their peak. If you truly want 



mote fencing with the youth then give them 
a larger Nationals whereby they can accur
ately gauge their abilities in their peer 
group, don't keep it so small that you auto
matically favor certain parts of the country 
and exclude the rest. 

The statistics presented in the table be
low indicate the relative strength of the 
events based on our current classification 
system of A, B, and C fencers. The classifi
cation system itself is weak in that once a 
person attains a classification he never loses 
that classification regardless of his level of 
fencing years after attaining the classifica
tion. This table shows the per cent of fenc
ers in each senior event with a particular 
classification. From the data we can see 

SENIOR EVENT Competing == Scratches %A 
"" No Shows 

Foil 125 /14 22 
Sabre 66 2/7 21 
Women's Foil 110 /8 20 
Epee 122 2/2 27 
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that 60% of the fencers in all weapons but 
epee are C or unclassified fencers indicat
ing that the emphasis at the Nationals is 
upon the inexperienced fencer and not on 
the best of the country. We have also shown 
the number of registered fencers and actual 
number competing in each event with two 
categories: those withdrawing from the event 
and those who simply did not appear at their 
assigned strips - the "no-shows". 

And so we bid Farewell to the 1972 Na

tionals and thank everyone, fencers and of

ficials, for helping us do a good job. And 

we hope that we will all learn from the 

problems of this Nationals to improve the 

sport for future Nationals. 

%B %C 

0:: J 19 35 
21 40 18 I 16 34 30 
22 29 22 

! 
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49 

GEORGE SANTELLI, Inc. 
412 SIXTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y., 10011 
(212) AL4 - 4053 
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ALEX ORBAN 
by Dan Lyons 

For four years in a row, the name of Alex 
Orban has led the list of U. S. saber fencers. 
Now five time National Champion, Alex has 
also been one of the most successful U. S. 
fencers in the international field. Several 
firsts for an American have been scored by 
Alex, including winning the World Military 
Championship at Vienna in 1963 (along with 
the team of Mike Dasaro and AI Morales) 
and an outstanding victory at the Warsaw 
International in 1968, one of the premier 
fencing events on the fencing calendar. 

Alex came to the United States in 1957 
at the age of eighteen, after fencing in Hun
gary for four years. Just as many begin here, 
he learned his fundamentals in a group 
course, and liked it so well that he joined 
the Medosz Club in Budapest. Within two 
years he began the cl imb upward taking 
second in the Hungarian Junior Champion
ships (under 20) in 1955, fourth in the Bala
ton Tournament in 1956, and finally reach
ing first class ranking just prior to leaving 
for the United States. He'll never forget the 
Balaton Tournament, because it was won by 
Csaba Elthes, who has since become one of 
our U. S. Olympic coaches. 

Coming to Los Angeles, he studied with 
Dr. Ferenc Zold and started his U. S. record 
by winning the Southern California Cham
pionship in 1957 and the Pacific Coast 
Championships in 1959 and 1960. After a 
hitch in the U. S. Army Alex came to the 
New York Athletic Club in 1964 and in the 
next eight years won our National Cham
pionship five times. He also finished second, 
and fourth and fifth the other three times. 
In the Mexico Olympics he was a semi-final
ist and in Munich he made to quarter finals. 

Alex works as an automobile salesman and 
says that his job keeps him so busy that he 
can't train more than once a week as a rule. 
Married three years ago to a gorgeous Bra
zilian girl, Teresa, he and his wife have a 
ten month old daughter, Alexandra. A fine 
athlete, his hobbies include travel, dancing, 
and just plain going shopping. 

His ambition is to fence in more interna
tional meets and "go for the gold". 
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GREEN GATOR '72 
by Michael Robinson 

Michael Robinson, President of the F 
Fencers extends his thanks to all Pi 
pants in the 1972 Green Gator whier 
held earlier this year. 

Special appreciation goes to dirE 
and armorers who spent many hburs hE 
make the Green Gator a success. Th 
suits are: 
Women's Foil: 1. Sophie Trett, Unatt.; 2. 

Dobloug, Ft. Lauderdale F.S.; 3. Pam Cu 
A.O.F.C. 

Foil: 1. Bob Neal, Eckerd College (F.P.C.); 2 
Steinman, Fla. State Univ.j 3, Larry I 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Sabre: 1. Dean Alexander, Miami; 2. Jack 
man, Fla. State Unlv.; 3. Jan Delaney 
State Univ. 

Epee: 1. Weldon Vlasek, Ft. LaUderdale F. 
John Gordon, Alabama; 3. John Spinninl 
lanta, Ga. 

Since we went into business, 
we have made well over-

100,000 MASJ1 
... for beginners, schools, clubs, Olympi 
National Champions, etc. 

We design them for maximum protection 
comfortable fit. We produce them at a 
sonable price for all fencers. 

We have 3-weapon masks, sabre masks, E 
trical masks, practice masks, etc. 

We have detachable bibs or sew-on t 
wh ichever you prefer. 

We have made more masks than any firn 
the world. 

For safety, qual ity and fit, wouldn't it s( 
wise to get your next mask from us? 

Send for FREE CATALOG M112 

CASTELLO Sine 
191. 

836 Broadway, N.Y., N.Y. 10003 / (212) GR 3-( 
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by Joe Byrnes 

Last May the F.I. E. adopted quite a few 
rule changes dealing with electrical weap
ons. An important part now sets penalties 
for defective weapons. These rules apply to 
the 1972 Olympics and will appear in the 
new edition of the F.I.E. rule book, expect
ed shortly. From there they go into English 
translation and we'll all be living with them 
for a long time to come. 

From now on, if you show up on a strip 
with a defective weapon, no matter what the 
cause, whether a preliminary inspection has 
been held or not, that weapon will be con
fiscated for (re) inspection and repair -
at your expense, and you will be given a 
warning that holds through the pool, or team 
match, or direct elimination bouts. Do it 
again and it's a touch against, every time. 
(I say weapons, but the rule applies to all 
a fencer's personal equipment: body cord, 
jacket, etc.) 

There are tougher penalties for when your 
equipment doesn't have the inspection 
marks it should, or when - perish the 
thought - there seems evidence of hanky
panky. The only way you're off the hook with 
a piece of defective equipment is if the 
trouble shows up after a bout has started. 
Obviously it's going to be more important 
than ever to keep foil springs in good con
dition and to check epee point travel pre
cisely (two areas where drift off specifica
tion is very common). Fencers had better 
get used to handling some regular mainten
ance for themselves. 

There is a viewpoint - which I share -
that holds that anyone showing up for a 
competition with unmaintained weapons, 
etc., is showing both bad manners and bad 
sportsmanship. As it used to be, in such a 
case, if there was an inspection, your cluck 
equipment would be rejected and require 
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last minute repairs. If there wasn't any (or 
very much) inspection before you went on 
the strip, then you held up the competition 
for everybody while your foils or epees were 
one after another flunked by the weight or 
shim tests. With the new rules, however, you 
won't get away with that any more. As I read 
them, you could show up with a bag full 
of defective foils and lose your first bout 
without ever crossing blades: one warning 
and then one penalty touch for each defec
tive weapon presented! 

All this is by way of prelude to announc
ing a regular column or feature or what-you
call-it on equipment repair and maintenance 
that your editors have been twisting my arm 
to undertake. I plan to cover things both 
simple and complicated, in no particular 
order, and I'll welcome inquiries from read
ers on specific or general points. Those that 
will make a column, I'll answer here. Since 
I'm feeling brave right now, I'll also volun
teer to field questions by mail as long as 
my strength holds out. 

One parting hint for now: those of you who 
still have around a copy of the old 1965 
AFLA Manual, hang on to it. The section 
on electrical equipment (especially the part 
on weapons, pp. 206-215) is still useful. If 
you had it and threw it away, shame on you. 
If you never had it, you were born too late, 
and this column will try to be your salva
tion. 

AFLA PINS 
The popular AFLA shield pin with clutch 

back is available from the Secretary at 
$l.00 each or $35.00 for 50. The sword pins 
are out of stock and wi II not be avai lable 
for an indefinite period. A full listing of 
emblems will appear in the next issue of 
the magazine. 

informative, international, lively 

THE FENCING MASTER 
the Journal of the British Academy of Fencing 

for free sample copy write: 

CTC-LEON PAUL, BOX 3164, 
TORRENCE,CAL., 90510 
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photo by Seligson 

Jay Horwitz, AFLA publicity writer, at his trusty 
typewriter. 

.lAY HORWITZ 
by Jeffrey Tishman 

In response to numerous suggestions by 
fencers for more pub I icity for our sport, the 
AFLA's Executive Board decided to take 
concrete action and hire a professional pub
lic relations expert, Jay Horwitz of the New 
York University News Bureau. 

Signed up by the league during the sum
mer of 1971, Jay's first assignment was to 
obtain better than usual media coverage of 
the members of the Pan-American Team. He 
accomplished this by sending out press re
leases to over 100 hometown newspapers of 
team members and coaches. Throughout the 
season he filed stories for regional and local 
papers on subjects that varied from the 
Diamond Anniversary of the District of 
Columbia Fencers Club to the daily results 
and -feature aspects of the 1972 Bentley 
Nationals_ This latter work achieved particu
larly good placement in the New York Times. 
Several television shows (in New York) as 
well as articles in national physical educa
tion magazines that had previously ignored 
fencing were the direct result of Jay's ef
forts. 

Twenty-six years old, Jay graduated from 
the Washington Square College of New York 
University in 1967, majoring in journalism. 
He recently obta i ned a masters degree in 
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history from N.Y.U. and is current 
his doctorate there in the same 
background in various areas of 
is extensive. He was a reporter f, 
saic Herald News (N.J.) for severa 
has been Director of Sports I nfOI 
the N.Y.U. News Bureau since 1 

Jay is enthusiastic over the pr 
promoting fencing, and feels tha 
results can be achieved by conce 
loca I newspapers throughout the 
stead of on major city dailies. 
news outlets will be interested 
fencer for more than just a sing 
Jay believes. "They will return for 
articles and will check a fencer~ 
through the nationals and even 
Jay hopes that th is sort of "folic 
result from his work. "No paper 
overlooked or neglected for its r 
to the league," Jay adds, "an arti 
local shopping weekly is just as 
as a feature in the New York Ii, 

Jay also thinks that every mem 
league can help in public relatior 
mailing a copy of any clip they fin' 
ing to one of the national offiCE 
league, precluding the necessity 
an expensive clipping service to 
where fencing is well covered. He 
ommends that any future press ( 
well as all national officers (Presil 
retary, and Treasurer) be placed on 
ing list of every division for ne 
schedules, and anouncements. 

(Ed. Note: Jay Horwitz, the Public 
officer of the AFLA for the past year, ' 
retained by the league this season t 
budget cuts instituted by the Board of 

HELP WANTED-AFLA LlBR 
The Board of Directors has recol 

the establishment of a librarian t 
all fencing publicity articles throui 
country and assemble them for 
and guidance. The plan would be 
Division to forward a photocopy o· 
published for national filing. The 
brarian is open for anyone interE 
experience is necessary. 



ANOTHER RANK INJUSTICE 

by Michel Alaux 

I am John Nonna's current fencing coach. 
As democratic as the right of an individual 

to dissent is, I question the motive, behind 
Mr. Zeisig's article "The Evisceration of the 
Olympic Point System." 

In going back, as he did, to the way the 
selection was made, the dissenter is no less 
than attempting to indict a majority; jeopar
dizing the very essence of the voting sys
tem, if not casting doubt on the integrity of 
those who participated in the voting. This is 
particularly impl ied when this long and 
arduous article tries to prove above all that 
the selection of John Nonna was a "rank 
injustice." 

Had Mr. Zeisig confined his article to the 
real subject, i.e., the point system, its short
comings and mis-interpretation, perhaps 
something constructive would have come 
out of its publ ication. 

However, it is obvious that the article is 
not centered so much on the point system 
as it is on the selection of Nonna. One may 
think there is no better way to make such a 
point than to prove that a "rank injustice" 
has been committed. Granted! 

However, when the way of arriving at this 
conclusion is based on purely personal in
terpretation, keeping facts out of the picture 
or denying flatly a man's achievements, it 
appears that behind the intent lies a per
sonal matter and not one of general interest. 

It is even more obvious when Mr. Zeisig 
goes to great lengths to demonstrate that 
decisions in two other cases similar to 
Nonna's were not "rank injustice" but either 
"justifiable" or "not unreasonable". 

My answer to Mr. Zeisig's article requires 
that every point I put forth be SUbstantiated. 

So let us look first at Nonna's record. 
1. We have here a very young fencer, 23 

years old, who in a rather rapid fashion 
reached the top National ranking, not only 
in one but two weapons> In this year 1972, 
making the final in Foil and Epee was cer
tainly not a feat to be ignored. 

2. On the international level, the Olympic 
Selection Committee had been informed 
that Nonna went out of his way, i.e., to 
Europe, with a view to improving his fencing 
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as well as checking his techniques against 
top European fencers. In the process Nonna 
took 2nd place in foi I at the international 
competition of Graz, Austria (180 competi
tors); he finished 6th in the Coronation Foil 
Cup in London (90 competitors). At Poitiers 
(France) in an epee competition considered 
one of the top epee competitions in the 
world, John Nonna placed 16th. The compe
tition was won by Nielaba (Polish Olympic 
Epee Team) while Fenyvesi and Kulcsar 
(Gold and Bronze medal at Munich, re
spectively) were eliminated in previous 
rounds. Nonna took 5th in the Martini Rossi 
in r~.Y. in 1970 while he was still at 
Princeton under the coaching of Stan Sieja. 
He accomplished this after beating Wessel 
(then World Champion) in direct el imination. 
We should also note that in the 1972 Foil 
Nationals, John finished 1st in each of his 
pools with only a total of three defeats until 
the final. 

To deny Nonna's achievements as well as 
his "potential" and "better technique" re
flects sadly on Mr. Zeisig having been on a 
selection committee. As a member of the 
selecting committee is was his duty to get 
all pertinent information and facts. 

How Mr. Zeisig singles out the selection 
of Nonna as a "rank injustice" is even a 
greater injustice. To prove it, let us make 
a comparison with other selections. 

1. In the Olympic point ranking, Nonna 
was 6th in foil. In Epee, his 5th place (ad
hering to a strict point system) should have 
given him an automatic place on the Olym
pic Epee Team. Todd Makler was 4th, Brook 
Makler was 6th and Steve Netburn was out 
in the semi-final and far behind in points. 

Has Mr. Zeisig at anytime been concerned 
with Mr. Nonna's selection in epee once it 
was established that Steve Netburn would 
be on the Epee Team? 

2. In the selection of Morales over Gall, 
Mr. Zeisig writes: "I did not agree with this 
judgement but I cou Id not argue that it was 
unreasonable. There were only 40 points 
separating the two men ... " (emphasis 
suppl ied) 

And further on: "The selection of Nonna 
over Davis was a completely different story. 
The points separating them were ... 238 

AMERICAN FENCING 

TERRY TERHUNE 
by Vincent Surdi 

Evelyn F. Terhune has been appointed 
Vice President for Development at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, the first woman to 
hold such high office in the history of the 
institution. 

In announcing the appointment, FDU 
President J. Osborn Fuller said the promo
tion "recognizes her contributions to the 
University in the area of private funding." 
Fuller said Miss Terhune, who has served 
as Director of Development for the last year 
"has earned the confidence of all those she 
worked with ... and has solidified the base 
of support for the University." 

Miss Terhune is a graduate of FDU, receiv
ing her B.A. cum laude in 1954, and was a 
member of the 1960 U. S. Olympic Fencing 
Team. This September she will begin her 
fifteenth year as amateur coach of the Wom
en's Fencing Team on the Teaneck Campus. 
Professionally, "Terry," as she is known to 
friends, joined FDU in 1960 as the Univer
sity's first full-time executive 31umni secre
tary. She subsequently was director of de
velopment communications, director of de
velopment for annual programs, and assist
ant to the president. She became, on Sep-

lIMFRir'LlN FFNr'it--i," 

tember 1, the first woman vice 
She has recently been appointe 
AFLA's International Committee, \ 
experience and influence will me 
valuable asset. 

CISM CHAMPIONSHIP 
The annual CISM championship 

held next in June, 1973. All fenCE 
armed forces interested in the E 
team should contact the followin~ 
ately: 

• 

A. John Geraci 
Head Coach of Fencing 
U.S. Military Academy 
West Point, N. Y., 10996 

An Important Breakthrough 

SABRE 
New regulation sabres 

need not be heavy 
Our new No. 122H Sabre Blade 
all of the new specifications. 
Beam" construction gives the 
backbone, yet preserves the Ii 
and balance you want. It is an irr 
advance in blade design. 

No. SNS Regulation Hun~ 

Sabre with No. 122H-blade, 
finish, hard aluminum guard 
leather handle. $13.50 

Our own blades, weapons and eql 
plus the finest from FRANCE, 
GERMANY, SPAIN, JAPAN and 
ever craftsmanship meets ou 
standards. 
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UNDER-19 NATIONALS: 
FAIR OR FOUL?? 

by Carla-Mae Richards 

The Under-19 National Championships 
program was instituted in 1965 (Special 
Meeting, Board of Directors, Feb. 2, '65) 
with the proposal by Jose De Capriles where
by the top twelve fencers, Under-19 would 
compete for National honors. The original 
concept of the Under-19 Nationals was that 
the four events could be held at the AFLA 
Nationals in the time span originally used 
for the 3-Weapon Team event that had been 
discolltillued. The number 12 was based on 
three qualifiers from each of four sections 
currently existing in the United States with 
the Metropolitan Division included in the 
North Atlantic Section for this purpose. Al
most immediately this number was increas
ed with the Metropolitan Division recon
sidered as a separate Section. Since then 
the number of eligible fencers for the Na
tional Under-19's has steadily increased 
with the inclusion of automatic qualifiers 
from the preceding Nat'ls. as well as the 
JUllior Olympic Championships in mid-year 
and new AFLA Sections. For th is year we 
have eight sections (Pacific Coat, South
East & West, Mid-West, Mid-Atlantic, Metro. 
and North Atlantic). 

And now each Section can quafify more 
than three in each weapon based on num
ber of entries in the Sectional qualifying 
round. So the number of possible entrants 
to the Nationals has grown from 12 to 30 
or 45 per event; a size imposing upon the 
host Division the need to schedule at least 
two days for these events. Parallel to the 
growth of U-19 entrants we have a signif
icant growth in the senior events where we 
must now schedule one and a half days for 
each senior event! And we still have the 
team events! 

In all, the burden placed upon a Division 
to host our National Championships has 
become impossible and the net result is 
that the Ullder-19 fencers are shortchanged. 
By the time their events begin all the offi
cials are dog-tired and their performance 
is way below par. Instead of supporting 
and encouraging our young fencers we are 
giving them leftovers in terms of directing 
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and organizing personnel. 

Besides the burdens of the U-19 events 
at the Nationals we have unduly compli
cated the program by using the results of 
the U-19 Nat'ls. to select the members of 
the World UNDER-20 Team held nine months 
after the Nationals. To offset this problem 
of such an early selection the Board of Di
rectors has agreed to have another qua Ii
fying event for selection to the team - the 
Junior Olympic "Championships" in mid
February so that the selection will be fairer 
towards the fencers that are truly qualified 
for the World event. But here's the "curve". 
At these Junior Champs, fencers who have 
not reached the age of 20 on Jan. 1st of 
the year of the World event are eligible to 
compete in Feb. And so we have an Under-
20 program embedded in the Under-19 
program. All because the World Under-20 
Championships are held in April before the 
existing Nationals. 

I propose that we remove this duality and 
give our young fencers the independent 
program they deserve with an "Under-20 
Program", that has its own separate Na
tional Junior Fencing Championships in 
mid-March - one month prior to the World 
Under-20 Championships. And in this pro
posal I strongly recommend that all U-19 
events be dropped from the National Champ
ionships held in June-July (a time well past 
the conclusion of most scholastic fencing 
programs). The top three fencers in the Na
tional Junior Championships could be auto
matic qualifiers to the senior events. But 
all other Junior fencers should save their 
money and wait till they have reached a 
level of fencing high enough to warrant the 

expense of competing in the senior Na
tionals. You do not get experience by fenc
ing in the Nationals - you must have the 
experience before then. It is the same thing 
as saying one should fence in the World 
Championships or Olympics for experience. 
If you haven't reached a high level before 
you'll never know what happened before 
you're eliminated. How can one round of 
fencing give you "experience"?! At this past 
Nationals most of the U-19 fencers who 
competed in the senior events were elim
imated in the first two preliminary rounds! 

Once and for all we must establish pro
grams with well-formulated long-term goals. 
Let us inaugurate a youth program that 
allows for a successful response and can 
expend and meet new needs and new ideas 
without strain. Most major sports have high
ly successfu I youth programs which con
stantly feed new blood and challenge to the 
older, experienced participants. These youth 
programs are completely separate from the 
senior programs. Let the young fencers 
learn and hone their skills in a relatively 
unpressured atmosphere before facing the 
cha lIenges of the experienced competitors. 
Must we always be rushing along trying to 
do everything at once so that we accomp
lish nothing? Let us give our young fencers 
the attention and recognition and serious 
consideration they so well deserve! 

DOPING CONTROL 
by Dr. M. Valsamis 

Doping control and the problems asso
ciated with it will be with us for some time 
to come. The Medical Commission devised 
and implimented a successful program of 
doping control at the 1972 Nationals. The 
program is now under consideration for ex
tension to include sectional championships. 

In order to comply with such a require
ment it is necessary for the sectional ad
ministration to do the following: 

1. Locate a motivated individual to run 
the drug testing program. Such a 
person need not be a physician, but 
should have laboratory experience. 
Chemistry is adequate, but a clinical 
chemical background is preferable. 

2. Once such a person is located, contact 
the Medical Commission by writing to: 
Marius P. Valsamis, MD, 375 Vander
bilt Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 11238. 

Information on procedures is available 
for distribution. 

A NEW and IMPRO 
WAY TO MAKE 

UNIFORI 
Our regular uniforms are de 
the special needs of fencers 
form in sizing to carefully I 

U.S. clothing industry stand, 

Great for most fencers. 
Our newest patterns are jus' 
for fencers who need or pr 
alterations since we've allo\\ 
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size up or down. 
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• We provide extra matel 
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• All seams are easily ace 
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• They hold perfectly under 
yet open easily for altera 
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can easily do the job if body 
ments are carefully taken. 

Figures vary and our uniforms 
do) last for years. Ease of alt 
important for any departures fl 
ard measurements - sprouting ( 
dieters, lean or wide fencers -
a variety of normal figure ch, 

The new patterns - daub 
throughout for extra protectil 
used in all canvas jackets e 
our practice styles. 
Another example of Castello il 
care and extra value. 
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T. F. WINDSOR 
by Jolene Cassady 

Mr. Windsor died on August 5 at his home 
in EI Paso, Texas. He was the organizer of 
the Border Division of the A.F.L.A. in 1951 
starting with the Sala de Armas Windsor in 
EI Paso, with the University of Texas Tech 
in Lubbock in the east and reaching out to 
include at that time the University of Ari
zona and the Tucson YMCA to the west. The 
Sala Windsor's Border Invite was the first 
Southwestern International fencing tourna
ment, continuing for nine years and followed 
by the Torneo del Norte at the University of 
Chihuahua in Mexico and the Tucson Grand 
International. Mr. Windsor was a member of 
the National Fencing Coaches Association, 
a fellow of the British Association, and Cor
don De Oro. 

(Ed. Note: In our next issue we will feature an 

article by Mr. Windsor, father of Marietta Towry). T. F. WINDSOR 

THE ATTRACTIVE "FENCER" TIE 

AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM THE AFLA 
$ 5.00 EACH, POSTPAID 

STYLE 

A 
B 
C 

rooster 
FENCER FIGURE 

Orange 
White 
Red 

BACKGROUND 

Brown 
Red 
Navy 

All orders must be pr,epaid. Allow two weeks for delivery. Indicate quantity and style 
desired. Send check or money order to: 

Peter Tishman 
Treasurer, AFLA 
37 Griswold Place 
Glen Rock, New Jersey, 07452 

A FINE GIFT FOR YOURSELF OR FRIENDS AND A BENEFIT TO THE AFLA. 

VIEWS ON YOUTH PROGRAM 
by Irwin F. Bernstein 

have become very concerned with the 
direction our youth program has been tak
ing over the past two years. The decisions 
taken at the September 30, 1972 Board of 
Directors meeting and the accompanying 
discussion convince me that the National 
Under-19 Championships is being systemat
ically undermined preparatory to being eli
minated. This would be a serious mistake. 

1. Selection of Under-20 Team: 
This is the most easily defined objective 

of our youth program. Since the Under-19 
Tournaments began, we have produced a 
large number of outstanding young fencers 
who have excelled in the national tourna
ment and went on to represent us with in
creasingly good results in Under-20 and 
other international events. The number of 
team members who dropped out of effective 
training between the National Under-19 and 
the World Under-20 are so few that discus
sions of this problem usually revolve about 
one individual. 

Starting with this as the problem, how
ever, we are establishing a February tourna
ment as the key to team selection. This 
event is being held during the school year, 
at the height of the fencing season for most 
schools and colleges. It is easy to say, "let 
the colleges reserve that weekend for the 
AFLA event", but we can't control school 
scheduling. Some school boards may even 
prohibit students from participating. 

The recent shifting of academic calen
dars in Ivy League schools for example, el i
minates early January dual meets and 
places more of them in an already crowded 
February. Columbia's schedule, which I cite 
only because I am most familiar with it, 
has NYU on Wednesday, February 14, Penn 
(away) on Saturday, February 17 and then 
Harvard (away) on Tuesday, February 20. 
Yet some of our most respected Board mem
bers expect the "serious" fencer (I ike Co
lumbia's Tom Losonczy, the National Un
der-19 Champion) to be in Los Angeles on 
Sunday and Monday, February 18-19! 

High school coaches in New Jersey have 
already complained to me about the divi
sion's junior qualifying events coming in 
January instead of February. The schools 

in New Jersey cannot start form 
until November 15 and then th 
run into the Thanksgiving and 
hal idays. As soon as they start 
(equivalent to perhaps their thin 
week of training), they have to 
the Junior Olympic Tournament. 

The costs of traveling to the JL 
pics as well as the time involv, 
cessive. I have heard the clain 
east coast youngsters are just r 
same trip in February, 1973 tha 
coast fencers did in July, 1972. 
coast fencers, however, traveled 
summer vacation and many of 
peted in senior team and individ 
as well as in the junior champior 
that's only this time around. As 
nent tournament, the Junior Olyrr 
pionships would move around tl 
and result in all out top your 
having to travel more. A college 
scholarship cannot afford this -
is a "serious" fencer. Let us not 
our youngsters the same requirer 
we place on adults who normall 
greater freedom of movement a no 
to su pport it. 

It is clear to me, even if seVE 
disagree, that we have ample mea 
that a youngster tentatively sele 
the National Under-19's has failE 
tinue in proper training. Of alia 
events, the school and college 
reported most regularly in news~ 
the selectees and alternates ca 
required to maintain their AF 
cards or a specia I report form a 
it in February for review by a 
prior to final selections. 

2. Junior Olympic Champion 

Although it has been on Iy , 
years since its inception, this t, 
has suddenly become the rallying 
many fencers who want to impro 
ternationa I performance. It star 
simple extension of the age grou 
to the national level and now 
Under-19 program is being turned 

To begin with, I don't believe 
national tournaments for 14 yea 
the proponents of it are lookin~ 



Olympic sports as an example of correct 
Olympic development techniques, let them 
look more carefully. In some of those sports 
where age group competition has been em
phasized, we lose most of our competitors 
in their early to mid 20's - in part for 
physical reasons but perhaps equally so 
because they've been saturated with train
ing and competition (and medals) by then! 
Fencers don't reach their potential until 
their late 20's - why rush them into travel
ing to national events 10-15 years earlier? 

Let's utilize the age group idea where it 
belongs locally. Give the youngsters local 
competition to encourage them to start early 
in the sport. The outstanding ones (like 
Wayne Krause who won the New Jersey 
senior foil championship at 16) will go into 
the Under-19 via the divisional and sec
tional route and go as far as they are com
petitively qualified to go at the time. The 
others will progress more gradually to that 
level. Let's eliminate the separate "Junior 
Olympic" Championship and let the Under-
19 remain part of the national tournament 
where the facilities and officials are al
ready available. If the time pressure and 
workload are too great, qualify the older 
fencers to the sen ior events via the sec
tionals in order to reduce the field to a 
more workable size. 

3. Junior Olympic Program: 

The enormous amount of time, energy and 
money devoted to a single tournament has 
left us without a cohesive Junior Olympic 
Program. Meanwhile the funds that have 
been allotted in recent years have accom
plished little other than administrative prob
lems and ill will among the operators of 
local projects. 

Our development program should utilize 
the creative ability of Father Calhoun and 
his committee and the local energy of vol
unteers around the country to establish 
clinics for new coaches~ conduct exhibitions 
and trial classes for schools not familiar 
with fencing and run similar projects. The 
AFLA or USOC funds provided should be 
used for essential items only. For example, 
the only equipment purchased should be 
for beginners' use (not electrical) and should 
be moved around the country or reused in-
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stead of lost or given away after one clinic. 
Travel funds should be given to our key 
committee members to plan, coordinate and 
oversee the program rather than spread thin 
among local participants. We should not 
have to pay honorariums. In areas where 
professiona I coaches cannot hel p out, we 
should use amateur talent for the program. 
No clerical salaries should be paid we 
are a volunteer organization. 

4. In Conclusion, I Propose: 
A. Eliminate the Junior Olympic Cham

pionships. 
B. Assign funds and a specific set of 

guidelines for their use to the Junior 
Olympic Development Committee for 
development not tournaments. 

C. Retain the Under-19 Tournament at 
the nationals, reducing the size of the 
senior events, if necessary. 

D. Use the National Under-19 event as 
the prime criteria for Under-20 selec
tion with a performance reporting and 
evaluation system to remove unquali
fied team members. 

Let's not discard the Under-19 Nationals 
- the one portion of our development pro
gram that has worked reasonably well, In
stead, we should modify the phases that 
take place before and after it: the grass
roots development and the senior interna
tional squad training. 

This is a vitally important issue, and I 
hope other concerned fencers, whatever 
their viewpoints, will make their opinions 
known. 

QUICKIE QUIZ 
If, in foil, a fencer ducks under an attack 

and receives a h it on the mask, is a touch 
scored against him? (see Rule 222, page 42, 
1970 Rules Book). 
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SPECIAL PUBLIC OPINION POLL ON NATIONAL 
AND UNDER 19 CHAMPIONSHIPS 

By Steve Sobel, AFLA President 
I have received numerous conflicting suggestions about the Nationals 

19 program recently. The views expressed are very different and impossible tc 
I am therefore scheduling these subjects for a very important special meeting oi 
of Directors in Los Angeles on February 17th (the Saturday of the Washingto 
weekend during the Junior Olympic Championships), To enable the Board to be 
to the desire of the membership I have summarized what appears to be the n 
of conflict in a simple multiple choice public opinion poll for each member 
express his opinions. A name, divison and age (under or over 19) would be 
the evaluaton, but not essential if you prefer anonymity. Additional comments, 
may be enclosed. 
To: Steve Sobel 

18 Beverly Road 
Cedar Grove, N. J. 07009 

1. THIS POLL 
A. I would like to express my opinions now. 

From: 

From: 

(name) 

(Division 

Under 19 0 ( 
Amateur competitor 
Coach or Assoc mE 

B. I do not wish to express any opinion. I prefer to wait and see what hap 
and then complain later. 

2. RULES FOR NATIONALS: 
A. Qualification: 

1. From Divisions to Nationals 
2. From Divisions to Sections; from Sections to Nationals 

B. Promotion when bout victories are tied. 
1. By fence-off 
2. By Indicator or Ratio of touches 

C. Size of Finals in Nationals 
1. Pools of 6 (1972 rule) 
2. Pools of 8 or 9 (prior rule) 

D. The Nationals should contain the follovving events: 
1. Individual, Team and Under 19 events (as is) 
2. Individual and Teams only (no under 19) 
3. Individual and under 19 (no teams) 
4. Individual events only 

3. Under 19 program 
A. Selection for Under 20 teams should be (The World under 20 Champion 

are held in April): 
1. The results of the Under 19 Nationals only (in June) 
2. The results of the Jr. Olympic championship only (in February) 
3. The results of BOTH the Under 19 nationals and the U.S. Junior 01) 

championships 

continued next page 
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B. The U.S. J:. ·.ior Olympic Championships should 
1. acne d8y event per weapon with eliminati 
2. Large round robins over a two day period 

C. Under 19 qUalification to the Nationals should 
1. From C>;ision to Section, from Section to 
2. Direct '(om Divisions 

D. U.S. 
l. 
2. 

Junior Olympic championships should be 
Washir."bn Birthday weekend annually 
Anothei :ime 

(please Sf 
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